CHAPTER LXXI

THE MAGIC FLOWERS OF MIDSUMMER EVE

ELSEWHERE I have cited examples of the common European
belief that plants acquire certain magical but transient
virtues on a single night of the year, the magic eve of Mid-
summer or St. John.1 In Savoy " there is a curious legend
attached to the mountain ferns, which are said to flower
luxuriantly with beautiful red blossoms on St. John's night
only. The flowers are star-like in their brilliancy, and the
devil always picks them immediately. Any one who wishes
to secure them will have a terrible fight, but once he has
obtained the flowers, or even their seeds, he can make himself
invisible at any moment he wishes." 2

We may compare a similar belief current among the
Dyoula, a tribe of the French or Western Sudan. They
believe that in order to secure the magical virtue of plants
to be used as charms in ritual they must be gathered on
the eve of the ninth day of the month Diomande", which is
the first month of their calendar. Everyone throughout the
districts of Bondoukou and Kong knows that night to be of
all the year the magic eve. On it a man need only go out
into the forest and cut a bough at haphazard, and he will
be sure that the ointments and beverages prepared from its
leaves will possess a healing virtue.3

1 Balder the Beautiful, ii. 45 sqq,           ' L   Tauxier, Le Noir da Bon-

1 E.Caia.iKDi, Costumes iTraditioAp,     doukou, y)V.
and Songs of Savoy, 14.
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